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Standing (Left to Right): Dr. Parul Fernandes, Director,International studies, Dr.Bashir Khumawala,Prof.
at the Bauer College of Business, Dr. Jerald W. Strickland,Interim Provost and Vice Chancelor of In-
ternational studies, Richard Morales, Sr. Vice-President, Woodway Financial Advisors Inc. Dr.Brian
McKinney, Vice-Chancelor and Vice President of Academic Management and Dr.Saleha Khumawala,
Professor at Bauer College of Business. Seated are: Krishna Vavilala (Project initiator) and Dr. Jay
Gogue, President of University of Houston.
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By Dr. John J. Antel,
Dean and Professor of Economics
University of Houston

Houston - For the purpose of
enhancing the academic programs
of the University, and building on
the University’s relationship with
the Indo-American Community,
this project envisions a number
of academic programs focused on
the history, politics, economics,
languages, and culture of India.
Students benefiting from these
proposed programs would include,
but not be limited to, those of Indo-
American heritage.

The University recognizes
the prominent role of the Indo-
American Community in the life
and culture of Houston. As the
preeminent public university in
this global city, the University of
Houston is committed to the study
of world cultures, the promotion
of global commerce, and the en-
hancement of international under-
standing. We at the University of
Houston look forward to continue
working toward the establishment
of a broader curriculum in the area
of India Studies.

This first initiative could be
accomplished very quickly, prob-
ably starting a course in the spring
semester of 2006 (January 2006),
but certainly no later than fall
semester 2006 (September 2006).

Dr. John J. Antel

The program can be expanded with
more courses in Indian Religions,
History, Politics, or Arts. These
courses would be for credit and
count towards graduation. Each
course includes 25 to 30 students.
Chaired Professor for India Stud-
ies: In April 2005, University of
Houston had signed an MOU
with the Central University of
Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh at the
initiative of Mr. Krishna Vavilala
and establishment of a permanent
chaired professor in the History
Department is a logical step for-
ward which would allow the Uni-
versity to offer a more permanent
and integrated curriculum. The
Chairperson appointee would be

an esteemed faculty person who
would teach courses in the history
of India and promote the University
and the City as a center of scholar-
ship and Research on India. Such a
professorship would also serve to
anchor an India Studies Program by
providing a recognized academic
leader for the program that could
coordinate with the rest of the aca-
demic community and the city.

This would require the raising of
an endowment to fund a professor-
ship in the History Department. The
cost of a chaired professorship is
substantial. The endowment would
have to generate at least $100,000 a
year. This would require an endow-
ment of slightly over $2 million.
Though this is a significant amount
of money and may take 3 to 4 years,
itis achievable by the commitment
and support of the prosperous and
progressive Indo-American com-
munity in Houston. We at the
University strongly believe that the
India Chair project will not only
provide our 25,000 plus student
body an educational opportunity
to undertake serious research and
concentrated learning on India in
view of it’s growing power but
will also connect the present and
future generations of Indo-Ameri-
can students with their Indian roots
and heritage while earning credits
towards their degrees.



